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which the Snarnja^ the most distinguished
literary publication in Moscow, gave for me, I
was surprised to meet a very great number of
officers. I was told that this periodical was
sponsored and brought out by the army.

The versatility of very many of the military
men is remarkable, and particularly their great
interest in literature. A writer, Leo Trotsky,
was one of the organisers of the Red Army, and
to-day writers still play an important part in it.
I know several generals who hold high positions
in the newspaper world as well as in the army.
Many writers took part in the Imperialistic
and in the Civil Wars, many to-day still keep
their rank as officers in the Red Army, and
almost all Soviet writers are interested in
military matters. One of the leaders of the
army, who otherwise reminded one of the best
type of Prussian officer of the old school, has
made a name for himself as a lyric poet. His
Writers and poems, even in his own German version, make
soldiers yery gOO(j reading. And, furthermore, a
Russian writer has contributed considerably to
the favourable course of events in the Spanish
struggle. I know of no other country where
high literary talent is so frequently combined